
Benefits of a Designated Fund at the 

Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation 

The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation (DSACF) is a pillar of philanthropic support in our 
community, helping donors make a lasting impact. One of the most effective ways to contribute is through 
establishing a designated fund. 

A designated fund is a powerful tool for philanthropy, providing lasting support to the organizations you 
care about most. It’s an investment in the future of our community, ensuring that vital services and 
programs continue to thrive for generations to come.  

What is a Designated Fund? 

A designated fund is a type of endowment where donors specify one or more charitable organizations to 
receive ongoing support. These funds ensure that the chosen organizations benefit from annual grants in 
perpetuity, providing a reliable income stream for their operations or programs. 

Key Benefits of a Designated Fund 

1. Long-Term Impact

Designated funds are structured to provide perpetual support. By establishing a designated fund,
donors can ensure that their favorite charities receive sustained financial assistance, thereby
enabling these organizations to plan for the future with greater confidence and stability.

2. Personalized Philanthropy

Donors have the flexibility to choose the specific organizations they want to support. Whether it’s a
local school, a healthcare facility, or a cultural institution, a designated fund allows donors to tailor
their giving to align with their personal passions and philanthropic goals.

3. Financial Management and Growth

DSACF manages the investments of designated funds, aiming to grow the principal amount while
making annual distributions to the designated organizations. This professional management ensures
that the funds are handled responsibly and that the endowed charities receive consistent support
over time.

4. Tax Advantages

Contributions to a designated fund are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. This can
provide significant tax benefits to donors, reducing their taxable income while supporting causes
they care about.



5. Legacy Building

A designated fund is a meaningful way to leave a lasting legacy. Donors can name the fund in honor
of themselves, a family member, or anyone they wish to commemorate. This not only perpetuates the
donor’s name but also their commitment to charitable giving.

6. Simplified Giving

By setting up a designated fund, donors simplify their charitable giving. Instead of managing multiple
donations to various organizations, donors can make a single, larger contribution to their fund, which
then distributes annual grants to their chosen charities.

7. Community Impact

DSACF is deeply embedded in the Duluth Superior area, understanding the community’s needs and
priorities. By partnering with the foundation, donors can ensure their contributions are used
effectively to address local issues and enhance the quality of life in our region.

How to Establish a Designated Fund 

1. Contact DSACF: Reach out to the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation to express your
interest in setting up a designated fund.

2. Define Your Goals: Work with the foundation’s staff to outline your charitable goals and select the
organizations you wish to support.

3. Establish the Fund: Make an initial contribution to establish the fund. You can add to it over time,
and others can contribute as well.

4. Monitor Impact: Stay informed about the impact of your fund through regular updates from the
foundation.


